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In the U.S. beginning in 1987 several
new National Register Bulletins on
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tion of integrity (used here as being
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for designed landscapes (Bulletin 18)
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of the process
functional,
technical,
(traditional,
to the
artisanal) which gave form and substance
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?
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values

and the genuineness of the manifestation
of those values (physical or otherwise),
advance in the clarity of thinking and
practice will be difficult."21 In practice,
therefore, it is critical to describe the
? which can
values of the landscape
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land

use

and

the

work
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to take
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effectiveness

time.

Case studies serve to illustrate the
a
application of this framework as tool
for clarifying the role of dynamic land
in authenticity
of a historic

characteristics
An

analyses.22

examination

forest at theMarsh-Billings-Rockefeller
National Historical Park inWoodstock,
as a cultural

Vermont,

landscape

pro

vides an illustration of linking the range
of values related to the property's signifi
cance with the design of a management
to protect

strategy
time.23
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by the
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of
last ten years, was

undertaken

Service

Park

National
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process,
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in partnership with other
and through intensive

organizations
community
ing.
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engagement,

which

planned and managed reforestation in
the United States. The national park,
including its forest, is a designated
National Historic Landmark due to its

is ongo

property

U.S.

na

tional park whose legislation specifies
that the park's mission is to interpret the
evolving story of conservation history
and land stewardship inAmerica. The
park's 550-acre Mount Tom forest is
one of the earliest surviving examples of

American

prominent

Perkins

George

Marsh,

Frederick Billings, and Laurance S.
Rockefeller and its legacy of more than
continuous

of

years

steward

forest

ship. The historical significance of the
forest is directly related to the continuity
of forest management and the tradition
of stewardship by each generation.
Definition of the forest's significance.
To document the cultural significance of
theMount Tom forest, the park worked
with a diverse set of partners to develop
resource

several
context

inventories
This

studies.24

historic

and

research

provided

the framework for understanding the
park's historical significance and rela
tionships between theMount Tom forest
and the people who worked with it and
learned from it. Concurrently, the park
also

on

research

conducted
that

processes

the natural
cre

the

influenced

have

ation and evolution of the forest.25 This
research provided the framework for
the park's

understanding

ecological

significance and relationships between
ecological change, human activity, and
the

resulting

character.

landscape

natural

processes

shaped

The

intention and

interplay between human

and

continues

to shape the character of the forested
landscape of Mount Tom.
Evaluation of significance and authen
ticity. The landscape's physical character
that

conveys

the

site's

can

significance

be

described as a patchwork of fields, even
aged conifer plantations, stands of
mixed hardwoods of varying ages and
levels of maturity, and scattered individ
ual 300-year-old "legacy trees" (Figs. 1
and 2).26 Since the forest is a dynamic
system,

the

of

cycles

change

are

of

part

the historic character of the forest;
consequently the physical character of
the forest was defined as broad, distinc
tive
cific

is the only

with

association
conservationists

130

for identifying key landscape

touchstone

property."19

to the

innovative
relation

significance
as the
serves

comprehensive
statement
This

statement.

produced

for
the

ship of people to place today and into
the future. A basic framework can guide
an analysis of authenticity of cultural
landscapes that is based on traditional
yet extends and clarifies it
methodology
based on the national and international
dialogue (Table 1). As suggested above
by Stovel, the framework employs a
deliberate emphasis on the role of a

integrity and/or authenticity of the

The document

landscape
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a continuity

to retain

recog
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location-spe
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number of intangible characteristics of
the forest that relate to its significance,
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use of the forest for education, and the
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forestry methods
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by Jeff Roberts.
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to the

transparent

management
as
public

local

opera
activities,
opportuni

learning

to

activities

and

with

provide

other

the park

manage

further

forest

forest-related

expla

profes
and

demonstrates

tech
low-impact
on
and provides

practical,
for harvesting

site milling and drying of lumber (Fig.
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third party under the Forest Stewardship
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and

interpret
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as a
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new chapter in the park's legacy of
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Third-party

is one of the fastest-growing
in sustainable

forestry.

The purpose of certification programs is
to provide market recognition of good
forest management
through credible,
independent verification of best prac
tices.
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were
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tics that illustrate the rich history of
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In plan implementation the park
provides continuity of use by actively

priate harvesting
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these

best management
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a
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the site's
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forest's significance by working with the
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edges
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of the park is conducted
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the
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plantings

interpret

Through a public planning process,
the National Park Service developed a
general

to seek
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The forest is a place not only to

gener

then

of

generations
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and

that
that were

others

New

renew
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small-scale

thought.

in stewardship.
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trees.

legacy
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The park also needs to continue the
legacy of education and community
connections

and

naturally

retain
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tics that represent the historical
evolution

some

historically

introduced ?
and the forest will con
tinue to be managed for its characteristic
large

prac

sustainable-management
tices while
still retaining

plantings

legacy trees will also be cultivated.
Opportunities will be pursued either to

contempo
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new

time,
?

used

occurred

time Billings began his reforestation
campaign,

Over

stewardship.

best

have

thereby perpetuating the
tradition of forward-thinking forest

will draw on a palette of species that

and

forestry

as a whole,

4).29 To

provide

responsible,

sustainable

and craftsmanship
community

(Fig.

connections

and retain continuity with regional
traditions, the park
woodworking
works
tional,

in partnership
a

nongovernmental

This content downloaded from 142.104.240.194 on Sat, 16 Jan 2016 21:23:34 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

with

Eastern

Na

educational

THE AUTHENTICITY

CONSIDERING

OF CULTURAL

29

LANDSCAPES

^^^^^^^^^DH^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B
? t?a^^*I^^^Hi

the
Fig. 4. A local furniture maker demonstrates
art of his craft at the park while also discussing
how local, sustainably managed
forests
inspire
and support the tradition of regional wood
and his own work.
product craftsmanship
by Rolf Diamant.
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to commission

organization,

products

made by artists from wood harvested in
the park, including bowls and pens,
which are offered for sale at the park's
visitor center (Fig. 5). Wood from
Mount Tom has also been used for
furniture

the visitor

for

center,
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other

projects.
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