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Resolutions on Conservation in Archaeology 

The International Centre for Conserva- 
tion in Rome was established in 1958 as 
an international, intergovernmental or- 
ganization devoted to the preservation and 
restoration of cultural property. Formed 
under the auspices of Unesco, the 
Centre is an independent body, presently 
consisting of 57 nations. In 1973 the 
General Assembly of the Centre passed 
four resolutions dealing with archae- 
ological remains. They were later refined 
by a special committee of the Council and 
attained their final form in June, 1974. 
All four, translated from the original 
French, are published below. 
(1) The Publication of Archaeological 
Excavation Reports. 

The General Assembly considering that 
more than fifty percent of the archaeo- 
logical excavations carried out in the last 
half century have never had the results 
published, considering that in most in- 
stances those technically qualified to re- 
port on the excavations are dead, con- 
sidering, moreover, that an unpublished 
excavation is a negative contribution to 
archaeology since valuable information is 
thus lost forever, 
recommends that Member States, in order 
to assure the publication of the results 
of excavations carried out on their ter- 
ritory, take the necessary measures to 
terminate all excavations where it appears 
that published reports will not be forth- 
coming in a reasonable time. 
(2) Undercover Archaeological Excava- 
tion and Illegal Traffic in Works of Art. 

The General Assembly considering that 
undercover archaeological excavation, 
and the illegal movement and sale of 
works of art and cultural property in 
general is steadily increasing, 

recommends that the Member States take 
the necessary measures to present as soon 
as possible ratification or approval of the 
Convention concerning the measures 
to be taken to forbid and discourage the 
importation, exportation, and transfer of 
illegal cultural property, adopted by the 
General Conference of Unesco at the 
Sixteenth Session, held in Paris, Novem- 
ber 14, 1970, 
recommends equally that the Member 
States take the necessary legislative meas- 
ures to achieve the provisions of this 
Convention, 
recommends also work towards the crea- 
tion of storage facilities for objects found 
during excavation, in order that their 
conservation and security may be guaran- 
teed. 
(3) Archaeological Excavations. 
The General Assembly considering that 

a great number of archaeological excava- 
tions are conducted under condition con- 
trary to the fundamental scientific prin- 
ciples of archaeology and conservation, 
reminds Member States of the recom- 
mendation defining the international 
principles applicable to the conduct of 
archaeological excavation adopted by the 
General Conference of Unesco at the 
Ninth Session held in New Delhi, De- 
cember 5, 1956 and 
recommends in particular to Member 
States: (a) to limit archaeological excava- 
tions to the actual possibilities of the 
project at hand and to the actual capacity 
for conserving and publishing reports on 
the archaeological remains uncovered 
and the objects brought to light; (b) to 
proceed in such a way that the excava- 
tion and conservation is accomplished by 
teams of archaeologists, architects, art 

historians and conservation specialists 
working together; (c) to restrict recon- 
struction of destroyed buildings in such 
cases where this operation can be achieved 
completely or almost completely by re- 
assembling its dismembered but still ex- 
istent fragments (anastylosis). Only such 
a method of reconstruction can safeguard 
the genuine value of the original monu- 
ment. (Venice Charter, art. 15). 
(4) The Conservation of Monuments on 
their Original Sites. 

The General Assembly considering that 
the growing tendency to use recent ad- 
vances in engineering technology in order 
to move historic monuments from their 
original sites poses a particularly grave 
threat to cultural, historic, and aesthetic 
values which are contained in the strict 
relationship which exists between a monu- 
ment and its historic and spatial context, 
recommends that the principle of con- 
serving monuments on their original site 
be recognized as a fundamental basic 
principle of monument conservation as it 
has been expressed in Article 8 of the 
Recommendation defining the inter- 
national principles applied to archae- 
ological excavation procedure adopted by 
the General Conference of Unesco at 
the Ninth Session held in New Delhi, 
December 5, 1956, 
recommends furthermore that all studies 
necessary be carried out to demonstrate 
that maintaining the authenticity and 
integrity of cultural patrimony does not 
constitute a braking effect on the de- 
velopment of modern society, but, on the 
contrary constitutes an essential factor in 
the development of the quality of life at 
the social and economic level as well as 
on the cultural level. 

A Note on Cypriote Antiquities in Turkish Cyprus 
[Since last summer when the Cypriote con- 
flict began, there has been much uncertainty 
about the safety of archaeological sites and 
remains. Emily Vermeule of Harvard Uni- 
versity was able to visit two sites in occupied 
territory; below is a brief report of her findings. ] 

The United States Embassy in Nicosia, 
Cyprus, arranged on October 31 for Mr. 
Cevdet Cagda§, Director of the Turkish 
Museum in Nicosia, to accompany Emily 
Vermeule of Harvard University and Mrs. 
Sheila Austrian of the United States Con- 
sular Service to Morphou and the Bronze 
Age site of Toumba tou Skourou. There 
had been a long series of conflicting re- 
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ports about the antiquities stored in 
Morphou, to which the curator, Mr. 
Markou formerly of the Antiquities Serv- 
ice, had no access after August 15 when 
Morphou was captured. 

It is a pleasure to report that the 
Toumba tou Skourou vases and small 
finds are in relatively good condition. The 
building is in the protective custody of the 
Turkish cultural and military authorities, 
and Mr. Cagda§ and his staff have pre- 
pared a full inventory. The antiquities 
had, apparendy, been removed from their 
storeroom in August to make room for 
soldiers and were reinstalled after about 
a month. More than two-thirds of the 921 

inventoried objects are still in place. Some 
were broken while on the ground but can 
be mended when conditions allow re- 
newed archaeological activity. Many of the 
approximately 240 missing items may be 
discovered among the fragments; photo- 
graphs of the most critical lost vases are 
being circulated. There should be no 
major obstacle to preparing the final 
publication of the objects. Re-checking the 
stratification presents different problems, 
of a legal nature, but the site itself is un- 
disturbed. 

Emily Vermeule 
Harvard University 
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